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The following section outlines the key characteristics of each of the
brassica species with potential for integration into temperate and
sub tropical farming areas of Australia. Currently, the forage brassicas
and the turnips are the most widely utilised brassicas. However, kale
and swedes do have a limited potential for the cooler, wetter regions
of Victoria and Tasmania. This information provides detail to assist
in species selection and subsequent establishment and management.

Rape
Traditionally rape has been used as a summer crop for providing a
bulk of quick feed for grazing stock. However, cultivars with good
frost resistance and better regrowth potential have extended feeding
times from early summer to late winter. Rape is the most versatile
of the brassicas, being suitable for a wide range of soil fertility and
environmental conditions, stock classes and sowing times.

Rape may be sown from early spring to late summer, and used 12-
16 weeks later (depending upon cultivar and environment). The
usual sowing rate is 3-4kg/ha, or in mixtures with pasture species
at 0.5-1.0kg/ha. Sowing with the herb Plantain will increase the
regrowth potential of the crop and provide a more balanced diet.
Rape can be grown at lower soil fertility than most other brassicas,
and responds well to irrigation. It is not often grown in clubroot
infected areas, but resistant cultivars are available.

Strip grazing with an electric fence is recommended to control diet
and minimise wastage. Careful stock management will prevent rape
scald, scours, and nitrate poisoning by gradual introduction and
grazing when crop has matured (often indicated by a purplish
coloration of the leaf margins). See Section 5.
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• Early maturing, 10-12 weeks

• High leaf: stem ratio for excellent utilisation rates

• Regrowth potential for 3-4 grazings

• Retains leaf and stem quality in frost and cold conditions

• Tolerant of dry conditions

• Ideal for summer, autumn and winter feed

Winfred Forage Brassica

WINFRED forage brassica was identified, by its Netherlands breeders,
as a line that survived an unusually cold winter. The name is derived
from the reference to winter (Win) and a close approximation to
the German word froid (Fred), meaning cold. The ability to withstand
-150C frosts and retain green leaf makes Winfred a reliable forage
brassica for winter feed.

Winfred up to your knees, Traralgon
This irrigated Winfred crop was sown in mid October, and this photo
was taken at first grazing in early January. The Winfred was broadcast
sown at 3kg/ha with 100kg/ha DAP and topdressed with 100kg/ha
urea a month later. A local agronomist was particularly impressed
with the quantity of feed produced.

Photo: Courtesy S. Hunt.


